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been a remarkable advocate for the people of
Bergen County for decades, serving first as
Assistant Administrator of Bergen County, on
the Teaneck Council, then in the New Jersey
Assembly and now in the New Jersey State
Senate. She is currently the Senate Majority
Leader.

Majority Leader Weinberg has used every
post she’s held to fight tenaciously on behalf
of the people of New Jersey. She’s advocated
relentlessly for making the investments in our
infrastructure that we need to keep our econ-
omy humming and create new jobs, for ethics
and transparency in government, for strength-
ening our communities, and for women, and
for all of those left out of the circle of oppor-
tunity.

| salute Weinberg for her strong and dogged
voice, her countless accomplishments, and for
her tireless advocacy on behalf of the people
of New Jersey. | look forward to working with
her to serve our mutual constituents in Bergen
County.

HONORING STAN JONES
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 6, 2017

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a dear friend of mine—a policy leader
who dedicated his life to providing better edu-
cational opportunities for Hoosier kids. His
work spanned decades. | am speaking of Indi-
ana’s own, Stan Jones.

Most recently, Stan founded Complete Col-
lege America in order to build a network of
states committed to substantially increasing
the number of Americans with a postsec-
ondary credential.

Earlier in his career, Stan was elected to the
Indiana House of Representatives at age 24.
As a member of both the House Education
and State Budget committees, he developed
expertise in higher education and higher-edu-
cation finance. All told, Stan served 16 years
in the Indiana state legislature and more than
five years as a senior advisor to Governor
Evan Bayh.

His service as Indiana commissioner for
higher education spanned 12 years and the
tenure of four different governors from both
political parties. As commissioner, he was
credited as a primary architect of several land-
mark education policy initiatives in Indiana.
These initiatives included the 21st Century
Scholars program, an early promise scholar-
ship program aimed at increasing the number
of low-income students attending and com-
pleting a postsecondary education; the devel-
opment of Indiana’s new community college
system; the creation of Indiana’s Education
Roundtable; and the implementation of Core
40, a college prep curriculum that has contrib-
uted to a significant increase in high school
seniors going to college.

Stan was also instrumental in the high
school drop-out reform legislation that | au-
thored as a state legislator a decade ago.
Those reforms helped drive Indiana’s extraor-
dinary progress with its statewide graduation
rate improving to nearly 90 percent—an al-
most 20 percent increase from a decade be-
fore.

It is no exaggeration to say those reform
ideas were hatched over cheeseburgers and
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fries at Loughmillers Pub & Eatery right
across from the Indiana State Capitol. Truth
be told, Stan had the ideas, and | simply
worked to implement them.

Another great Hoosier, former champion
UCLA basketball head coach John Wooden
once said, “it's amazing how much can be ac-
complished if no one cares who gets credit.”
At his very core, Stan Jones exemplified that
ideal.

You will be missed, my friend.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE SOCIAL SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 2, 2017

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
opposition to H.J. Res. 40, disapproving of the
Social Security Administration’s (SSA) rule-
making on the Implementation of the NICS Im-
provement Amendments Act of 2007. While |
have reservations about the rule, | do not be-
lieve the Congressional Review Act is the way
to fix it.

Under the rule, individuals with a severe,
long-term mental disorder who SSA deter-
mines are unable to manage their benefits
would be placed on the NICS list and prohib-
ited from purchasing a firearm. That tens of
thousands of Americans die each year due to
gun violence is unconscionable, and | do be-
lieve that the government has a role to play in
alleviating this public health crisis.

However, as Co-Chair of the Bipartisan Dis-
abilities Caucus, | understand the concerns of
many mental health and disability rights advo-
cates that this rule also has the potential to
perpetuate the stigma that people with psy-
chiatric or intellectual disabilities are more
prone to violence, when they are often more
likely to be the victims of violence. | also be-
lieve the due process procedures in this rule
can and should be strengthened. Nonetheless,
| believe these concerns can be addressed
without resorting to the Congressional Review
Act, and | cannot support this resolution of dis-
approval.

This is particularly true as passage of the
resolution of disapproval could limit SSA’s fu-
ture regulatory activity in this area and could
discourage other ongoing efforts to improve
gun safety laws. | look forward to working with
both the disability community and the Adminis-
tration to protect the rights of individuals with
disabilities while maintaining the integrity of
the rulemaking process.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RUBEN GALLEGO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 6, 2017

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and was not present for two roll
call votes on Monday, January 30, 2016. Had
| been present, | would have voted in this
manner:

February 6, 2017

Roll Call Vote No. 66—Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass, as Amended: To remove
the sunset provision of section 203 of Public
Law 105-384 and for other purposes—YES

Roll Call Vote No. 67—Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass, as Amended: Ocmulgee
Mounds National Historical Park Boundary Re-
vision Act of 2017—YES

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR.
GEORGE MESKUS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 6, 2017

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career and achievements of Mr.
George Meskus, outgoing Claims Representa-
tive at the Merced Social Security branch, and
lifelong resident of the San Joaquin Valley. In
over 35 years of service to the Social Security
Administration, Mr. Meskus has consistently
shown his colleagues an exemplary degree of
dedication and passion for his work, earning
praise from his coworkers and the community
he’s served over the course of his tenure.

Mr. Meskus’s long life of service to the
United States began in 1975 with his enlist-
ment in the U.S. Air Force, where he would
remain until he began his career with the Mo-
desto Social Security branch in 1981. Mr.
Meskus was initially hired as a Service Rep-
resentative, but was quickly promoted to be-
come a Claims Representative, and eventually
moved to the Merced Social Security branch
to continue his services.

Throughout his time at the Modesto and
Merced Social Security offices, Mr. Meskus
has gone above and beyond the expectations
of his peers. He has displayed a keen aware-
ness of the sensitive nature which prefaces
many of the cases he processes, and always
does so with the well-being of his clientele in
mind. He has proven to be a fast and efficient
employee, and frequently offers his peers di-
rection and historical perspectives on com-
plicated technical issues that so often face
members of the Social Security Administration.
His willingness to take on more than his fair
share of cases has been invaluable to the pro-
ductivity of the branches that he has served.
Such selflessness will be deeply missed by
those who have been lucky enough to call Mr.
Meskus their coworker.

Mr. Meskus’s decision to retire has been bit-
ter-sweet news to process for many of his
peers. The Social Security Administration is
losing an integral colleague with a wealth of
knowledge that has been essential to the effi-
ciency of the branches he has served. The
hard work and determination that he has dem-
onstrated throughout his career has earned
his well-deserved retirement to become a
world traveler and to renew his devotion as a
father and grandfather.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the career and achieve-
ments of Mr. George Meskus. His stalwart
commitment to the greater cause of the Social
Security Administration has bettered the lives
of countless people in Modesto and Merced.
As he prepares to travel the world with his
wife, Gloria, we wish him the best of luck, and
hope his journeys bring him a fruitful life in the
years to come.
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RECOGNIZING THE NEW MEMBERS
OF THE NORTHEAST GEORGIA
BUSINESS HALL OF FAME

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 6, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize three hardworking and
tremendously accomplished men in our com-
munity. Mr. Randall Frost, Mr. Jim Mathis, and
Mr. Paul Maney will be inducted into the
Northeast Georgia Business Hall of Fame for
their exemplary public service, community in-
volvement, and business accomplishments.

Mr. Randall Frost grew up in Baxley, GA
where he learned the importance of hard
work, responsibility, and service to his church
as well as his community. He is a managing
partner with Steward, Melvin & Frost, which
offers a variety of services to their clients,
from litigation to tax advice. Their firm
prioritizes commitment to the Gainesville com-
munity.

Mr. Jim Mathis was the CEO of the North
Georgia Community Foundation which “sup-
ports nonprofit organizations by building, dis-
tributing and preserving philanthropic assets to
enhance the quality of life in the region.” They
have awarded more than $50 million in grants
and funding to high school students and col-
lege students through 26 scholarships.

Lastly, Mr. Paul Maney, a devoted commu-
nity member and philanthropist, was an execu-
tive at IBM. Since his retirement, he has been
investing in small business across North Geor-
gia and supporting many nonprofit and civic
organizations for hospitals and children
groups.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
these three distinguished men for their service
to their businesses and communities. They are
shining examples of the hard work and dedi-
cation that comes out of northeast Georgia.

———

SECURING ACCESS TO NETWORKS
IN DISASTER ACT OR SANDY ACT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 6, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 588, Securing Access to Net-
works in Disaster Act, which requires the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to submit to
Congress and publish on the FCC website a
study on the public safety benefits, technical
feasibility, and cost of providing the public with
access to 9-1-1 services during times of
emergency when mobile service is unavail-
able.

As a senior member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, | am well aware of the impor-
tance of telephone service during disasters.

The Securing Access to Networks in Disas-
ters (SANDy) Act seeks to ensure the resil-
iency of the nation’s communications networks
during emergencies.

Acquiring cellphone service during a mas-
sive natural or manmade disaster is often dif-
ficult, if not impossible, and this is why this
piece of legislation is so essential.

During the September 11, 2001 terrorist at-
tacks that destroyed the World Trade Center
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in New York City, cellphone service was se-
verely disrupted, forcing many callers to re-
peatedly dial to get through to 9-1-1 emer-
gency services.

On that day, some of the most tragic, heart
wrenching calls came from those trapped in
the Twin Towers.

It is not only during terrorist attacks that
cellphone services are severely disrupted, but
also natural disasters such as Hurricane
Katrina, which claimed the lives of over 1,800
people.

The SANDy Act would ensure that during an
emergency, consumers’ cell phones work on
other carriers’ networks if a consumer's own
network goes down.

H.R. 588 would give priority to calls to 9-1-
1 services and emergency alerts.

It also would increase coordination between
wireless carriers, utilities, and public safety of-
ficials by creating a directory of the contact in-
formation for relevant disaster response offi-
cials.

The bill would require the FCC to report to
Congress regarding whether additional outage
data should be provided in times of emer-
gency.

In addition, the bill requires the FCC to re-
port to Congress on the viability of providing
9-1-1 services over Wi-Fi hotspots during
emergencies.

H.R. 588 would be of immense benefit to
the 18th Congressional District and the greater
Houston area.

On April 17-18, 2016, Houston experienced
a historic flood event that claimed the lives of
eight people, damaged over 1,150 house-
holds, disrupted hundreds of businesses,
closed community centers, schools, and
places of worship due to flood waters.

On April 25, President Obama granted the
request for federal Individual Assistance for
Harris County residences and business own-
ers who were affected by severe weather and
flooding.

Unfortunately, that was not the end of the
story of flooding in Houston for 2016—in early
June another record setting rainfall led to cata-
strophic flooding throughout the Houston area.

| am grateful to President Obama and the
great work of those at the Department of
Homeland Security who worked tirelessly to
help people after both 2016 flood events.

| spoke on the House Floor several times
about the Floods and the suffering caused by
the waters that came through our commu-
nities—damaging homes, our schools, places
of business, and our places of worship.

The flooding problems in the Houston area
are frequent, widespread, and severe, with
projects to reduce flood risks in place that are
valued at several billion dollars.

In 2015, the Houston and surrounding area
experienced widespread historic flooding.

The importance of being able to contact
emergency responders in the case of natural
disasters is critical in order to save the lives of
those directly affected by such events.

The SANDy Act would provide telecommuni-
cation access to victims of natural and man-
made disasters.

The SANDy Act amends the Stafford Act to
ensure that all communications providers:

1. Have the ability to access relevant dis-
aster stricken areas during emergencies to re-
store service; and

2. Are included in the universal credentialing
program for essential service providers

E145

The SANDy Act would recognize the critical
role that all communications providers—broad-
casters, cable, and telecommunications—
serve in emergencies, but most notably, the
bill would ensure consumers have access to
wireless service even if their cellphone service
provider’s wireless network goes down.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 588, the Securing Access to Net-
works in Disaster Act.

———

THANKING BERNARD E. BEIDEL
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE TO
THE HOUSE

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 6, 2017

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and thank Mr. Bernard E. Beidel
for his dedicated and unwavering support to
the United States House of Representatives.

This month, Bern celebrates his twenty-sixth
year of service to this great legislative body.
For his entire time with this institution Bern
has served as the Director of the Office of
Employee Assistance (OEA).

Through his leadership and direction, Bern’s
office delivers comprehensive confidential as-
sistance covering an array of personal and
work-related issues that have the potential to
impact an employee’s performance, produc-
tivity and well-being.

The idea to create the Office of Employee
Assistance in the House of Representatives
was rooted in the Drug-Free Workplace Act of
1988. This monumental legislation authorized
Employee Assistance grant programs in the
U.S. Department of Labor.

In February 1991, the Clerk of the House,
Donnald K. Anderson, hired Bern to serve as
the Director of OEA. Immediately upon assum-
ing this mantle, Bern began to build one of the
most recognized and respected employee as-
sistance programs in our Nation. In 1995,
OEA was transferred to the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, where it resides today.

Over the course of his tenure with the
House, Bern and his team have had a lasting
impact on individual employees within Member
offices and Committees. In addition, his team
serves employees who work for the House Of-
ficers, the Congressional Budget Office, and
the USCP. The confidential nature of OEA’s
services demand an individual who possesses
integrity, character, and trust. Bern exemplifies
the qualities and characteristics of his profes-
sion. But it is truly Bern’s personality that
serves as a beacon for all who know him.

Mr. Speaker, based on the kindness, com-
passion and love that Bern has for his work
and the House of Representatives, it is no sur-
prise that | am not the first Member of Con-
gress to honor him with a statement for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

First, on December 18, 2001, Bern and
OEA were recognized when they received the
EAP Excellence award which is jointly offered
by the EAP Digest and Employee Assistance
Professionals Association.

Then, on December 11, 2013, my friend and
former colleague Congresswoman Candice
Miller also had the distinct pleasure of recog-
nizing Bern as the recipient of the 2013 Life-
time Achievement Award issued by the Em-
ployee Assistance Professionals Association
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